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Florida’s Statewide Law
Enforcement Radio System
(SLERS) weathered two major
hurricanes, successfully operat-
ing during hurricanes Charley,
Frances and their aftermath,
according to state law enforce-
ment officials. Supplied by M/A-
COM Inc, the single, state-of-the-
art common radio network con-
tinues to showcase Florida in
national state law enforcement
communications.
While local systems and cell
phone systems failed at the
height of the storms, the 
SLERS continued to operate.
While local law enforcement
agencies were unable to 
communicate, all of the state’s
law enforcement agencies
were communicating on the
SLERS system, which worked
continuously throughout the
storm.
“M/A-COM's disaster and pre-
event planning allowed for
immediate response to system
issues as soon as the teams
could safely enter an area,” said
executive director of the
Florida Department of Law
Enforcement, Guy Tunnell.“The
preparation and response kept
the SLERS system operating
before, during and after the
event.
“This permitted various agen-
cies to communicate and the
officers to be safer, as they per-
formed their storm-related
duties, in an extremely difficult
environment.”
M/A-COM, Inc has recently
won a $4.5m purchase 
contract to provide land
mobile-radio communication
for Washington State Patrol.
As part of the purchase con-
tract, M/A-COM will provide in-
band, dual-receive M7100IP
mobile and P7100IP portable
radios with the capability to
connect to an Internet
Protocol network, enabling
Washington State Patrol troops
to communicate using 
disparate radio systems via a
network-based solution, such
as M/A-COM’s IP based
NetworkFirst.
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Strategy Analytics says the cel-
lular handset market continues
to be the primary driving
force for the gallium arsenide
device industry, and in 2003
North American companies
were the leaders.
“Overall market growth for
GaAs devices will continue to
be dependent primarily on the
wireless markets, with the cel-
lular handset market being the
primary driver,” said director
of the GaAs service at Strategy
Analytics,Asif Anwar. “The cel-
lular market represented over
41 % of the total demand for
GaAs devices in 2003. Demand
from other applications, such
as automotive radar, will
increase, but cellular handsets
will still account for at least
33% of the 2008 GaAs market.”
“GaAs Device Vendor Market
Share” outlines the 2003 ven-
dor share for the $2.7bn GaAs
device market, up from $2.5bn
in 2002 to $2.9bn in 2004 and
with a compound annual
growth rate of 7% reaching for
$3.7bn in 2008.
While volume demand for bulk
and epitaxial GaAs substrates
will increase, the total market
for GaAs substrates, bulk and
epitaxial, will only grow at a
CAGR of 7 % from $387m in
2003 to reach $541m in 2008.
Four companies - RF Micro
Devices, Skyworks,TriQuint
and M/A-COM - account for
51% of the total GaAs device
market. NEC, Sony, Matsushita,
Mitsubishi Electric and Fujitsu
accounted for 21% of the total
market in 2003. According to
Asif Anwar, who expects the
top three companies to stay
unchanged, Freescale and
Anadigics are also significant
players.“The European region
does not account for more
than 10% of the total market,”
he noted.
“The continuing strength of
GaAs, particularly within the
cellular handset market, will
not be enough to offset con-
tinuing consolidation in the
industry,” says Anwar.“Players
will need to lead the curve in
terms of both performance
and cost. Pooling complemen-
tary strengths in markets and
technologies is one way to
achieve this.”
He added that achieving auton-
omy from a larger parent
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organisation is also a means
through which companies 
can increase their presence 
in merchant markets citing 
the emergence of Eudyna
Devices and Freescale
Semiconductor.
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